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clusively used for public worship, when the
land (to laa of reasonable size for the loca- -

tionof tfce ebnfcb bidding) is owned by

the congregation.
So aouch for the law.
Is there anything in that law

allowing this Presbyterian real estate
association to escape taxation?

Not much.
Is there airy excuse whatever for

the taxing officers of Cook County

tbM placing a burden on honest tax-

payers that belongs on other shoul-

ders?
There can be none.
The law plainly says that no prop-

erty, either church or school, can be
exempted from taxation which is

leased or used in any way with a view
to profit.

Now, who is to blame?
The Assessor of the North Town is

not.
He honestly assesses the property.
This year he assessed it at $71,260.

The County Clerk knocked the as-

sessment out, on the plea that it was

church property."
The other tax-paye- of the North

Side will have to pay this $71,260,

with 50 per cent, added.
Is this right?
Is this just?
Is this the kind of theology taught

in the Presbyterian Seminary?
What about thespiritof patriotism

and brothery love we have been hear
ing so much about of late?

Has that spirit anything to do with
tax dodging and dishonest evasion Kf

a lawful duty to the State?
Let us hear.

LIST Al l M CH PROPERTY.

9.1 the t'hicHgo Times Demands in an
Killtorial on the Subject,

Chicago Times Editorial, May SO. J

Under the constitution of Illinois
property used exclusively for agricul-- ,

tural or horticultural societ ies, for
school, religious, cemetery and char-

itable purrioses may be. exempted from
taxation, but the exemption must be
only by general law. In pursuance
of the authority of the constitution a
general law was made exempting
from taxation "'all church property
actually and exclusively used for pub- -

lie worship wlfen the land (t be of
reasonable size for the location of the

'church building) is owned by the
congregation." There is exemption
also by general law of "all property
of institutions of learning, including
the real estate tm which the institu- -

tioua are located, not leased by such
institutions or otherwise used with a
view to profit. "

When the law was made the pre
sumption of the Legislature, at mem
hers of which it is possible doctors of
divinity might have sneered as lack-

ing in moral character, was that its
beneficiaries; men of education and
of presumed moral worth, would
never dream of exceeding the lim-

itation. Hut there are instances in
Cook County where, under guise of
law, church societies and institutions

o K :jftcft hy te gnawing
of hunger, would Btn himself H

'short order under a ;ail sentence OJ

in the bridewell, but men of bid)
standi njf, claiming to possess CharaOi

ter end to have a mission lor the in-- c

ulc.i t ion of morals, lend themselves
to a deceit whereby they defraud the
community la which they live.

This avoidance of the duty of a

citizen by perversion of a statute)
this perpetration of fraud in the
same of morals and a higher educa-

tion, ought to cease. It is the duty
of the Assessors of the towns now en
gaged upon their annual task to re-

turn for taxat ion all properties owned
hy educational institutions used with
a view to profit and all church prop
erty that is not actually and ex-

clusively used for public worship.
An honest public, burdened with
municipal and other taxation, will

demand of Assessors that they per-

form their whole duty in the prem-

ises.

The sea serpent which fishermen
at Beach Point, on the Massachu
setts coast, captured proves to have
been the genuine old monster of the
summer resort. It was the veritable
marine terror that the skipper of the
sailing vessel has been spinning yarns
about for hundreds of years past.
The. true sea serpent will never allow
himself to be captured, dead or alive.
The escape of this Massachusetts
specimen did credit to his race and
proved his genuineness beyond a
doubt Having been shot In the
neck with a bomb lance, and after
lylhg fl night uiion the beach, ap
parently aeau, ne suddenly leaps into
lifo and plunges into the sea. Two
dories that were fastened to him he
drags beneath the waves, to reappear
in a moment as kindling wood. lie
then entangles his tail in the cable
of one sloop that was to have taken
him to Huston and strikes out for
deep sea. The vessel rocks fromjside
to side and Is dragged along like a
yacht's dingey. Finally the cable is
cut and the horrible monster loams
onward, casually knocking the how

sprit and jihbooni olT another ship
that fails to get out of the way. Fi
nally it is joined by another sea ser-

pent, darker and larger, and the two
are seen no more. There can he

liuie auubt f the truthfulness of

this tale. These are probably the
same two marine monsters that
Virgil describes in hi Spirited pas-

sage on the death of Laocoon, begin-

ning:
And now arise more dreadful wonders still.
Every schoolboy knows the descrip-
tion of the twin serpents that d

stroyed the impious priest and his
tender sons. It is fortunate that
second serpent joined its mate off

the Massachusetts coast. Thus is

Virgil's narrative verified, and the
authenticity of these modern ser- -

penis proven at one ami uic. muuv
time.

, tad., is men-

tioned as the Mecca of eloping
OOUplet who ran away hocause it was
cheaper to do so than to have a suita-
ble wedding at home. A marriage
occurred recently at .1 etferson vil le
romantic enouirh to make one forget

one in reply , r many tne lover, witu
the assistance of a doughty colonel
and two female friends, stole the
lady from her chamber window at
nitrht. The romance is all complete.
fur Ule r,M. adder and t he covered
carriage and impatient team were all
brought into play. The lovers were
wedded in .Jefferson villa and all that
is now wauling is the forgiveness of
the bride' father. This he cannot
withhold, for by so doing he would d

strov the symmetry of the story. No
old man would he so mean as that.

nio to the dicoVerv that the
bullets of the new Mannlichei riltes

httvt' " explosive effect and In view
of the lntein.it ional lied rosM i diet
against explonive projectile as "l

and uullt for civilied war
(art tnatrli ta esparlMMtlai u
Mtiue new aniuiuiiit loii for )mr small
Is.re rill. s. I h 'ri s. ems in h

thing ludl. nuu .tl-.- ut a coielllioii
human 'ii v vhn h hiiii" tliui

and nineteen seconds.
Quickest time to build chain of

scaling ladder, made by Hook and
Ladder Company. No. 4, in one min-

ute and two seconds.
Slowest time to build chain of

scaling ladder, bv Hook and Ladder
Company No. t', in one minute and

thiitv seconds.
Quickest time in standing on till,

by Hook and Ladder Company N

in fifty-on- e seconds.
Slowest time in standing on sill,

bv Hook ami Ladder Comnaov Ho I,

in one minute and thirty seconds.
Quickest time straddling on sill.

Hook and Ladder Company No. S,

thirty-si- x seconds.
Slowest time in straddling on sill,

by Hook and Ladder Company No.

11, in one minute and twenty thiee
seconds.

The practice drill Of engine conipa
nies was interest ing.

The conditions of 1 his test, with
men iu bed when alarm was s Minded

required the company to bitch to a- -

paratus, leave nuaTters, connect en
gine to nearest tire hydrant, lay MO

(eel Of hose, and obtain 100 pounds
water pressure.

Three companies accomplished th

task in less than two minutes, viz.:
Engine Oomoanv No. 17 time, one

minute and fifty seconds; distant
t raveled, 2."i feet. Engine Company
No. IU time, one minute and forty
live seconds: distance traveled, :!2.

feet Engine Company No. 28 time,
one minute and forty-on- e seem -

dlstance traveled, i io feet

111 k new immigration law tliat lias
Just gone into effect draws the Urn

closer than any previous legislation.
It does not enlarge the excluded
classes, but it provides lor a much
stricter examination than baa heretof-
ore been made. The Immigration
laws to date have not I ecu ver
eltective. l ney proni on i ne onirano
of certain undesirable classes, hut f lu
maehiuerv they haw furnished lor
sifting OUt these classes from the h
sirahle immigrants has been most im
perfect The matter has been left
largely to the customs and immigra
tion officers These otllcers, especial
ly at New York, the main port of
entry for the immigrant trallle, havi
had little sympathy with the objects
of the law and have avoided execut
ing it strictly. Yet even this law re
suited in sending back i:,s()l immi
grants last year and made the steam
ship Companies more caretul about
the passengers to whom they sold

tickets. 1 lie new law sets up a

double system of examination and in
spection, first by the steamship com- -

Denies in Europe and again by the
Government inspectors on arrival
Blanks are tO be (111 out for each Im
migrant giving something in regard
to his history and circumstance, tin
amount of money he brings, his po

Sitioa and character and oilier points
of interest. Congress is evidently
looking toward excluding illiterates,
as one of the questions prescribed la

in regard to the ability of the Iruml
grant to read and write. The ex

elusion of illiterates would at once
shut off the largest part of the unde
sirable immigration. In this day of
free schools in all civilized nations
the adult who has not learned to read
and write h:s own language is not
likely to prove a valuable aoalsltion
to America.

Tin: Vesuvius, with its pneumatic
gun system from which such great
results were anticipated, appears to
be I doomed vessel. The experts of
the Ordnance Deportment have about
Concluded to report against the sys-

tem for the reason that the valve
gears cannot he made to work with Mj
certainty which would badianaroaa Ii
actual Warfare. It now rests with
tie- of tin- Saw to decide
whether the system shall be tried
further with the view of overcoming
this defect If he should decide
against it then the iiestion will aj SM

what shall lie done with the Vc-- n

Vino it Is no use as a warship and
its lines are not such as to make it of
much u for Ihe puris.ses of a gun- -

lsi.lt

pmak of nature even mure re

lc ih, iii that t the Siamese

i l imi loin his two ...ns

llio (licagt Rw fcfart
mm! Has Hi Equal

livwkere.

It Has More Eogines than
London, Paris or New

York,

And Better Apparatus
than Any City in

the World.

Some Interesting Facts from the

Annua! Report of Fire Mar-

shal Swenie.

The annual report of Fire Marshal

I. J. Swenie, just issued, ah muds
with interesting information. Chi-cagoa-

may well he proud of the
fact that they have the beef the de-

part tuent in the world. There arc
more engines and more useful ma-

chines of every kind in the Chicago
ire department than in any other
department on the face of the earth.

A recapitulation of the apparatus
now iu use, as taken from Chief
Swenie's report, is reproduced as
(allows;
Fin boats :i

Water tower t

Steam tip' niniiii s. special tlr-- t i lasH.
Steam fire eU(fines, extra first-clas- s i
Steam Hru engines, tlrst-elns- s 10

steam Hie rajHtir second-clas-s it
Steam fire eurfnes, third-clas- s 4

Steam frte engines, tnirsVclass, combination i

(Total steam tire engines 7il

J'tru .MiiwN. inaunal a

i hemictil engines, two-hors- e 4

Chemical engines, one-hors- e II
Chemical engines, manual 'J

Chemical engines mid hose carriages com-
bined B

i 'IwMiiieal engines, in ks, and hose carriages
combined B

Total chemical engines H
Hose wagons, two-hors- e ii

Hose wagons, one-hors- e JS
Ifosc eairtages, two-hors- e H
llose carts, one-hor- 11

llose carts, manual m

llose carriage and chemical combined. 5

'I'otnl hose wagons, carriages and cults. Ifl

Hook and ladder trucks, turn-tabl- e exten-
sion, 1st class 3

Hook and ladder trucks, turn-tabl- e exten-
sion, 'id class C

Hook and ladder trucks, straight frame, 1st
class 11

Hook and laddei (racks, straight frame, 'd
class H

Hook and ladder trucks, straight frame. M
clasM ft

Hook and ladder trucks, manual S

Total hook iind laddei truck
chemical extinguishers, large
C icmical extinguishers, small...
Portable lumps
Siamese connection-- ,
Siamese conu'-c- t ions. ;i- - ay.
Siamese connections,

Total Siamese connect loi
Horses is
Hose, rublier. est ;ls,tNrt
Hose, cotton, feet. IQ1,8M
Wagons, M
Wagons, 21

Daring the past year 3,549 fires
were put out iu Chicago. The fol-

lowing table, from Chief Bweflie'S re-

port, shows the manner in winch they
were extinguished:
It v occupants I i. tin is helore SCrlfS ol

1 7

By department imotkering, cutting out
with axes, etc sft

Hy departnent w ith palls ol water r.
By department with nl itresM ii"
By department with fire hydrant Stream

and chemical :4
Bj department with portable pump
By department with portable oksmloal ex-

tinguishers ,. a
1 depattmenl with portalde chendcal e.tlngulshers and nttSBBS, lit)

I . department with one chemical engine KM
By d partinent with two 01 more chemical

engines .1

Bj depart nwl w ith one steam engine a cr
: v department with one steam engine and
on- chemical engine 71

liv department with one iteata engine andto or mere chemical ngines SI
By department with two or store steam

engines U"
Ilv department with two or more steam

I'M
iin ney fires, prairie fires. Mining rnb-ids-

etc 87

Total JMi
Not the hast inter. sting part of

the document is Kirt Asalttanl lire
Marshal Musham s re u t Ofl the
drills of the hook and Udde an ell-ke- st

gine companies, showing the
ami slowest in nad' i

u.ifters lUShlnj one hnnil

tddei
tin hill

1 Gill Reason to fi
fM Tilll sum

ProDerty

theological Real Estate As- -

Pay faxes.

' Great Outrage on the Best of

the People Who
Pay.

Indignation Unbounded
Among All Classes

of Citizens.

One d the best tax expente 'In

Cook Ooejatty is a Deputy Assessor 'for

the towsi of Lake View. ' BE Ea-

gle reoeMilyiasked him whether ithe
Presbyterian Theological Seminary
paid taaws on some property
by it up .in that town. Here is his
reply:

Assessor's QWOtt,
Town ok Lake 'w. (

To the Editor:
In reply to yours of the (SM 'mst., would

say theM are five acres in our town, sup-- I

osed to belong to that Institution, culled
the west Ave acres of Outlot In, C. T. sub-

division of E. yt Sec. 20, 40, 14. nd bounded
south by i ullerton avenue, north ly Dun-

ning 9tpoot, west by Sholheld avenue, with
MonttoM street dividing It in the center.

They have thirteen two-stor- y flats
and six brick flats on

the property. It was asses,d iitat '.year at
$10,000.

It Is assessed tills year at ifl t,:ir..
We have assessed It everslnoe .las. Pease

has SOSSI 'Asinnenfi and I think they iiave
always psi Id the taxes through S. N. t lark,
Agent Tliey never asked to 'have It ex-

empt aoid It would not have )eti exempted
If they did.

Hut why they should pay on Ue property
in Lake View, which they own under the
same charter as the property in North Chi-

cago, and light the tax in the latter town
is too much of a lepsal question for yours
truly, DlPtm Asehsoh.

The three blocks of residence iprop-ert- y

extending from Dayton street to
Shellietd avenue and from Belden
avenue to Fullerton avenue, on the
North Side, are not taxed to tihe ex-

tent of ono dollar.
This iin defiance of all law.

The three blocks referred to are
covered with magnificent residences,
every one of which is rented, the in-

come from each being from 188 to
1200 per month.

And yet these houses pay no taxes.
They claim exemption because the

title to them is in the trustees of the
Presbyterian Vheological Seminary.

The Seminary is located on the
block hounded by Dayton and ffllrtti
streets, itoldenund Fullerton avenues.

Under the law, the Seminary itself
and the residences of the professors
on the same block are exempt

But the lawcxpressly provides that
property lielouging to such institu-
tions, used for profit, must be taxed.

In defiance of this law. three
blocks, or tlftcea acres, lying west of

the one block, or live acres, on which
the Seminary is located, go scot free,
and the grand residences erected
thereon pay no taseti at all.

The poor people of the city are
taxed to tin limit.

This year, the State Hoard of
Equalization will add M r cent,

wore to their hurdeasotuf load And

all this time this Presbyterian steal
will continue.

U thh property lawfully exempt.'
It Is not.
Here is the i.tw "0 the u'

which the reader can digest foi him-elf- .

Here U the sort of i

the NUU uf Illinois sisupta
M'ctli'ii ., patagiaph J, if the ri

Mayor Harrison Wants

Their Work Close-

ly Examined.

l! It. Is Not Up to Con

tract Payment Will

Be Stopped.

Material and Labor Must
Bo as Agreed

For.

There is trouble iu store for k'ine
f the city cont i actors. They are not

living u)i to the terms of their con-

tracts with the city. This is the
case with the paving contractors es

pecially. The material is not of the
kind agreed on, not is the quantity
what it should be. The recently an
pointed inspectors so report They
also report that the pavements laid
during the hist two years are had.
So frequent have been the complaints
of this character that Mayor Harris
son has addressed the following let-

ter to Commissioner Jones on the
I subjecl

iin aoo, May 20.
II. .1. Jones l'.si.. ( on.ii.lssli.ner of Tuhllc

Works:
I latAH Sut Iii format Ion lias e iched

me that several, il not nearly all, of
the contractors now paving the
streets of Chicago are not doing their
work in accordance with speotuCa
lions. I have reliable information
that in macadam streets, in stteets
paved with WOQdeo blocks on a re

Of stone and wooden blocks
on boards, few, if any, contractors
art: putting the material iu con-

tracted for: that where tiny should,

put six and seven inches they put
three and a half and lour and
live Inches of sand and stone and
the like. You will plaajSJ have this
looked into at once, and pay no con-

tractor who is not doing his Work in

accordance with his contract. I
would suggest thai when- work has
been done before you took hold of
your department, you will take up in

various localities sect ions of block or
other pavements tO satisfy yourself,
whether the work h;is been done ac-

cording to Contract or not And if
not, then to withhold payment for
the work. 1 am told that, this char-

acter of neglect has been going on
one, two. or more years. How many
I cannot learn accurately, some say
for several years.

1 would suggest that you order
soma Small sections in some of the
streets built last year taken up and
examined to find out it thev, too,
were laid Improperly, and wherever
it is (bun i that the contractor did
not live up to his agrei ments you can
at least recoup on him bv retaining
the percentage kept back and now in
the hands of the city. Hoaja put
proper men, experts, on this duty,
atlil see whet her t he eepol ts he t 1110

or not. ( ' ni KU II. 'Laukison.
Ma Mir.

PaTIUOTIC people are stiil calling
attention to the need of a tru na-

tional air for the I'nited States.
They assert that every one of tho

veral tunes that are made to do
- rvloa in that capacity waa borrowoi
frOtl foreign countries, not even

"Yankee I) iodic. " Win not
have one of our poets write some
st in ing words to " l'a-r- a ra Uioiii de-- a.

and adopt that - It is conceded
.ii all sides that th. air originated In
the I inted sti,.s, though Lottie
i oi us was tl i si t . s ii . ii . mer-lUan-

set It spreading 'i m t u

dance h. is Ii would ma i

splendid tun. in march or tl,ht hj ..r
to talM popular euthuaiaam "B any

of learning profit immorally at the tnR prudcnt motlvei of a dozen other
expense of their fellow-citizen- s. In- - cou,,i08. Miss Price was the daugh-stance- s

have been cited where the ter of a rich Kentucky farmer who
University of Kvan-ton- , baa ing alien- - had determined that she should be
ated property for residence purposes, an old maid. She had a lover, for

has Med no de d of the conveyance whom she left a note in the comer of

in order that a favorite of the Fni-- l a Held everyday, receiving

neVBity may live iiikiii projierty of his
tax free. The proceeding js essen-
tially dishonest, wK-full- discred-
itable.

The most flagrant instance, how- -

Mf,Of outrageous conduct is nre- -

seiited by the Mc ormiek Theological
BMtatary. The contention has been
that the large area of its tmildimfs
used for general renting urises
w - occupied by professors of the in-

stitution and toe use was legitimate.
Itut a hall within these ground ex-

empted trom taxation has been oeucd
.i- - i World l air hotel. The use is
purely coiiiiuerclal and for profit, but
the properly undei the educational
clause of . ii iitptii.u i, rmi listed for
'

i i.Uiuh, 4i,d wlul. all the '.cciipaiil
of the tract enjoy even advuutuge of
ttc expenditure of e) v iM.'licvv
wni.e wiey nave an a and fire pro- -

s.ilei xipplv,

uia

I


